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Live-Bearing Young Animals: The Viviparous Marvels 

Live-bearing young animals, also known as viviparous animals, are species that give birth 
to fully formed, live offspring. This unique characteristic is in contrast to oviparous 
animals, which lay eggs that hatch outside the mother's body. In this report, we'll explore 
the characteristics and examples of live-bearing young animals.


Characteristics of Live-Bearing Young Animals

Live-bearing young animals typically exhibit:

• Viviparity: The ability to give birth to live young.

• Internal fertilisation: Sperm fertilises eggs within the mother's body.

• Development within the mother: The young develop internally, receiving nourishment 

and oxygen from the mother.

• Birth of fully formed young: The young are born alive, developed, and self-sufficient.


Examples of Live-Bearing Young Animals

• Mammals: All mammals are live-bearing young animals, 

including humans, primates, rodents, carnivores, and 
ungulates.


• Placentals: Placentals are a group of mammals that give 
birth to live young after a gestation period. Examples 
include bears, pigs, and whales.


• Monotremes: Monotremes are a group of mammals that 
lay eggs but also give birth to live young. Examples include 
platypus and echidna.


Fascinating Facts about Live-Bearing Young Animals

• Maternal investment: Live-bearing young animals invest more energy and resources in 

their offspring due to the high mortality rate during embryonic development.

• Gestation periods: The length of gestation periods varies greatly among live-bearing 

animals, from a few weeks in some rodents to nearly two years in elephants.

• Birth weights: The birth weight of live-bearing young animals can range from a few 

grams (e.g., some shrews) to several kilograms (e.g., elephants).

• Nursing and lactation: Live-bearing young animals nurse their offspring with milk 

produced by the mother's mammary glands.


Interesting Adaptations of Live-Bearing Young Animals

• Uterine implantation: In some mammals, the embryo implants itself in the uterine 

lining, allowing for a longer gestation period.

• Placental development: The placenta plays a crucial role in providing oxygen and 

nutrients to the developing embryo.

• Foetal development: Foetal development can be influenced by environmental factors, 

such as temperature and nutrition, which affects the offspring's growth and 
development.


Live-bearing young animals are remarkable creatures that have evolved unique 
adaptations to ensure the survival of their offspring. By understanding the characteristics 
and adaptations of live-bearing young animals, we can appreciate the incredible diversity 
of life on Earth.
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Egg-Bearing Animals: The Oviparous Wonders 
Egg-bearing animals, also known as oviparous animals, are species that lay eggs outside 
of their bodies. This unique characteristic is in contrast to viviparous animals, which give 
birth to live young. In this report, we'll explore the characteristics and examples of egg-
bearing animals.


Characteristics of Egg-Bearing Animals

Egg-bearing animals typically exhibit:

• Oviparity: The ability to lay eggs outside of their bodies.

• External fertilisation: Sperm fertilises eggs outside the mother's body.

• Development outside the mother: The young develop outside the mother's body, 

receiving nutrients and oxygen from the environment.

• Hatching: The young emerge from the egg after a period of incubation.



Examples of Egg-Bearing Animals

• Birds: All birds are oviparous, including chickens, ducks, 

eagles, and robins.

• Reptiles: Many reptile species are oviparous, including 

snakes, lizards, turtles, and crocodiles.

• Amphibians: Some amphibian species are oviparous, 

including frogs and toads.

• Fish: Many fish species are oviparous, including salmon, 

trout, and goldfish.


Fascinating Facts about Egg-Bearing Animals

• Egg-laying frequency: Some animals lay multiple eggs at once, while others lay only 

one or two eggs at a time.

• Incubation periods: The length of incubation periods varies greatly among egg-bearing 

animals, from a few days to several weeks or even months.

• Egg structure: Eggshells provide protection and support for the developing embryo, 

with some species having specialised shells for specific environments.

• Parental care: Some egg-bearing animals exhibit parental care behaviours, such as 

guarding eggs or providing food for their young.


Interesting Adaptations of Egg-Bearing Animals

• Yolk sac development: The yolk sac provides nutrients to the developing embryo 

before hatching.

• Eggshell structure: The eggshell provides protection against predators and drying out.

• Incubation behaviour: Some species engage in specific behaviours to regulate egg 

temperature and humidity during incubation.

• Camouflage and protection: Some egg-bearing animals have evolved camouflage or 

protective mechanisms to safeguard their eggs against predators.


Egg-bearing animals are incredible creatures that have evolved unique adaptations to 
ensure the survival of their offspring. By understanding the characteristics and 
adaptations of egg-bearing animals, we can appreciate the diversity of life on Earth.
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Live-Bearing and Egg-Bearing Animals Quiz 

1. What is the scientific term for animals that give birth to live young?

• a) Oviparous

• b) Viviparous

• c) Ovoviviparous

• d) Parthenogenetic


2. What is the scientific term for animals that lay eggs?

• a) Viviparous

• b) Ovoviviparous

• c) Oviparous

• d) Parthenogenetic


3. Which of the following animals is an example of a live-bearing animal?

• a) Chicken

• b) Lizard

• c) Whale

• d) Frog


4. Which of the following animals is an example of an egg-bearing animal?

• a) Human

• b) Platypus

• c) Dolphin

• d) Kangaroo


5. What is the term for animals that retain eggs inside their body until they hatch, 
giving the appearance of live birth?

• a) Viviparous

• b) Ovoviviparous

• c) Oviparous

• d) Parthenogenetic


6. Which of the following is an example of an ovoviviparous animal?

• a) Shark

• b) Elephant

• c) Snake

• d) Turtle


7. What is a primary advantage of being oviparous?

• a) More parental care

• b) Less energy expenditure on offspring

• c) Higher survival rates of offspring

• d) Immediate mobility of newborns
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8. What is a primary advantage of being viviparous?

• a) Higher number of offspring

• b) Better protection for developing young

• c) Faster reproduction cycle

• d) Less energy required for reproduction


9. Which of the following animals is known for laying eggs in large quantities?

• a) Human

• b) Chicken

• c) Whale

• d) Dog


10. True or False: All reptiles are oviparous.

• a) True

• b) False
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