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Feeding and Watering Equipment for Small Animals, Reptiles, and Horses 

This handout covers the various types of feeding and watering equipment used for small animals, 
reptiles, and horses. We will explore:


• Utensils

• Bowls

• Troughs

• Automatic Feeders

• Hay Nets

• Dripper Bottles


Each equipment type is selected based on species 
requirements, housing design, and cleaning needs.


1. Feeding and Watering Equipment 

1.1 Utensils


Utensils are tools used to dispense food or water to animals. They vary in form and function 
depending on the type of animal being cared for.


Types of Utensils:


• Scoops and Shovels: Used for measuring and dispensing dry food or grains. Scoops are often 
made from plastic or metal and come in various sizes.


• Tongs and Tweezers: Primarily used for feeding reptiles and small animals. They help handle live 
food, such as insects or mice, with precision and safety.


• Syringes and Droppers: Used for feeding or administering liquids to small animals or reptiles 
that require special care, such as newborns or sick animals.


• Brushes and Spatulas: Utilised for spreading and mixing food, particularly for reptiles that 
consume wet diets.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: Choose utensils that match the animal's dietary needs. For example, 
reptiles may require tongs for handling live prey, whereas small mammals may need scoops for 
pelleted food.


Design and Construction: Utensils should be durable, easy to handle, and designed to minimise 
spillage.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Opt for utensils that are easy to clean and sanitise to prevent the spread of 
bacteria and disease.


1.2 Bowls 

Bowls are commonly used for feeding and watering a variety of small animals and reptiles. They 
are simple yet effective and come in various shapes and sizes.


Types of Bowls:
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• Ceramic Bowls: Heavy and stable, making them difficult for animals to tip over. Ideal for small 
animals and reptiles that tend to be active.


• Stainless Steel Bowls: Durable, rust-resistant, and easy to clean. Suitable for a wide range of 
animals and available in various sizes.


• Plastic Bowls: Lightweight and economical, though less durable. Often used for small pets but 
should be BPA-free and food-safe.


• Weighted Bowls: Designed for energetic animals that might tip over lighter bowls. Often used for 
feeding dogs and larger animals.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: The bowl's size and material should suit the animal's size and feeding 
habits. For example, shallow bowls are better for reptiles that require easy access to food and 
water.


Design and Construction: Bowls should have smooth surfaces to prevent injury and be sturdy 
enough to withstand regular use.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Choose bowls that are dishwasher-safe or easy to hand wash. Stainless 
steel and ceramic are particularly hygienic choices.


1.3 Troughs 

Troughs are long, open containers used for feeding and watering larger animals such as horses. 
They can be stationary or portable.


Types of Troughs:


• Plastic Troughs: Lightweight and easy to move, but may be less 
durable over time compared to other materials.


• Metal Troughs: Highly durable and resistant to weather 
conditions. Suitable for outdoor use with large animals like 
horses.


• Concrete Troughs: Extremely durable and often used as 
permanent fixtures in pastures or barns. They are best for large 
herds.


• Automatic Troughs: Equipped with float valves to maintain a 
constant water level, reducing manual labor.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: Size and depth of the trough should match the animal's size and feeding 
behaviour. Horses require larger troughs compared to small animals.


Design and Construction: Troughs should be robust, weather-resistant, and have rounded edges 
for safety.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Select troughs that allow easy access for cleaning to prevent algae and 
bacterial growth.
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1.4 Automatic Feeders 

Automatic feeders dispense food at set intervals, offering convenience and ensuring regular 
feeding schedules for small animals, reptiles, and horses.


Types of Automatic Feeders:


• Gravity Feeders: Use gravity to dispense dry food as the animal consumes it. 
Ideal for small animals that require constant access to food.


• Electronic Feeders: Programmable to dispense specific portions at set times. 
Useful for animals that need controlled diets.


• Timed Reptile Feeders: Designed for reptiles, these feeders can dispense live 
or dry food, often with features to simulate natural feeding conditions.


• Hay Feeders: Designed for horses, these feeders automatically dispense hay, 
reducing manual labor and ensuring consistent feeding.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: Ensure the feeder type matches the animal's dietary habits. For example, 
reptiles may need feeders that simulate natural feeding environments.


Design and Construction: Look for feeders with sturdy construction and secure mechanisms to 
prevent overfeeding or spillage.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Automatic feeders should be easy to dismantle for cleaning and 
maintenance to prevent food contamination.


1.5 Hay Nets 

Hay nets are used to feed horses and other large animals. They hold hay and regulate its 
consumption, promoting slower eating and reducing waste.


Types of Hay Nets:


• Small Mesh Hay Nets: Feature small openings to slow down feeding, encouraging natural 
grazing behaviour.


• Standard Hay Nets: Have larger openings suitable for controlled feeding of larger quantities of 
hay.


• Heavy-Duty Hay Nets: Made from reinforced materials for durability, ideal for horses with 
aggressive feeding habits.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: Select net sizes appropriate for the animal's feeding needs. Small mesh 
nets are preferable for horses that eat too quickly.


Design and Construction: Hay nets should be made of strong, durable materials with secure 
closures to prevent spillage.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Hay nets should be easy to clean and dry to prevent mold and mildew 
growth.
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1.6 Dripper Bottles 

Dripper bottles provide a constant supply of water or liquid food, mainly for reptiles and small 
animals. They mimic natural dripping water sources found in the wild.


Types of Dripper Bottles:


• Basic Dripper Bottles: Simple design with adjustable drips to suit 
various species' needs.


• Reptile Dripper Systems: Specialised systems with adjustable flow rates 
and secure mounting options for terrariums.


• Gravity Drippers: Use gravity to provide a continuous water supply, ideal 
for small mammals in cages.


Considerations for Selection:


Species Requirements: Select dripper bottles with flow rates appropriate for the animal's drinking 
habits and enclosure size.


Design and Construction: Bottles should be leak-proof and made from non-toxic materials.


Cleaning and Hygiene: Dripper bottles must be easy to clean and refill to prevent bacteria growth 
and ensure water quality.


2. Species-Specific Requirements


When selecting feeding and watering equipment, it's essential to consider the specific needs of 
different animal species. Here are some general guidelines:


Small Animals (e.g., Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Hamsters)


Utensils: Use scoops for pelleted food and droppers for administering medications.


Bowls: Choose heavy ceramic bowls to prevent tipping and ensure easy access to food.


Troughs: Small, plastic troughs can be used for group feeding.


Automatic Feeders: Gravity feeders are ideal for continuous access to pellets.


Hay Nets: Small hay racks are more suitable than nets to prevent entanglement.


Dripper Bottles: Gravity drippers or water bottles with sipper tubes are commonly used.


Reptiles (e.g., Snakes, Lizards, Turtles)


Utensils: Use tongs for feeding live prey and syringes for liquid diets.


Bowls: Select shallow, easy-to-clean bowls for food and water.


Automatic Feeders: Timed reptile feeders for dispensing specific food types.


Dripper Bottles: Use reptile dripper systems for consistent water supply in terrariums.
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Horses


Troughs: Large, durable metal or concrete troughs for communal watering.


Automatic Feeders: Hay feeders and grain dispensers for controlled feeding schedules.


Hay Nets: Heavy-duty small mesh nets to encourage slower feeding and prevent waste.


3. Design and Construction of Housing 

The housing design significantly influences the choice of feeding and watering equipment. 
Consider the following:


Space Availability


Small Enclosures: Use compact equipment like bowls and 
gravity drippers for small animals and reptiles.


Large Enclosures: Opt for troughs and automatic feeders for 
larger animals like horses.


Enclosure Type


Cages: Use secured bowls and water bottles to prevent spillage.


Aquariums/Terrariums: Choose equipment that can be securely mounted or placed within the 
habitat.


Stalls and Pastures: Use durable, weather-resistant equipment like metal troughs and automatic 
feeders for horses.


Environmental Conditions


Temperature and Humidity: Consider equipment materials that withstand specific environmental 
conditions, such as heat-resistant bowls for reptiles.


Indoor/Outdoor Use: Equipment should be weatherproof and UV resistant for outdoor use with 
large animals.


4. Cleaning and Hygiene Requirements 

Proper cleaning and hygiene are crucial to prevent disease and ensure animal health. Here are key 
considerations:


Material Selection


Non-Porous Materials: Stainless steel and ceramic are preferred for their non-porous surfaces, 
making them easy to clean and sanitise.


Avoiding Porous Materials: Avoid materials like untreated wood that can harbour bacteria.
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Ease of Cleaning


Dishwasher Safe: Equipment that is dishwasher safe simplifies the cleaning process, ensuring 
thorough sanitisation.


Easy Disassembly: Select equipment that can be easily disassembled for cleaning, especially for 
automatic feeders and dripper bottles.


Regular Maintenance


Frequent Cleaning: Regularly clean all equipment to prevent build-up of bacteria, algae, and 
mould.


Inspect for Damage: Check for cracks or wear that could compromise hygiene or functionality.


Conclusion


Selecting the right feeding and watering equipment for small animals, reptiles, and horses requires 
careful consideration of species-specific needs, housing design, and hygiene requirements. By 
choosing appropriate equipment, caregivers can ensure the health and well-being of their animals 
while maintaining efficient feeding and watering practices.
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