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Foods Available and Nutrition Guidelines for Small Animals, Reptiles, and Horses 

Proper nutrition is essential for the health and well-being of small animals, reptiles, and horses. 
Understanding the types of food available, their quality, and how to properly prepare and store 
them can make a significant difference in the health of these animals. This guide covers all 
aspects of feeding small animals, reptiles, and horses, including fresh, dried, tinned, and frozen 
foods, food quality, and preparation.


Foods Available 
Small Animals 
Small animals, such as rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, and ferrets, have specific dietary needs 
that must be met for optimal health. Here’s a breakdown of the various food options available:


Fresh Foods 
• Grass and Hay: Essential for small herbivores like rabbits and guinea pigs, providing fiber 

necessary for digestion.

◦ Grass: Timothy grass and alfalfa are commonly used.

◦ Hay: Alfalfa hay for young animals and timothy or meadow hay for adults.


• Vegetables: Offer a variety of vegetables such as carrots, leafy greens, bell peppers, and 
cucumbers. Avoid onions, garlic, and rhubarb as these can be harmful.

◦ Leafy Greens: Spinach, kale, and romaine lettuce are excellent choices.

◦ Roots and Tubers: Carrots, sweet potatoes, and radishes can be fed in 

moderation.

• Fruits: Serve fruits like apples, strawberries, and bananas as occasional treats. They 

should be given sparingly due to their high sugar content.

• Meat (for omnivores): Ferrets, being obligate carnivores, require fresh or frozen meat as 

part of their diet, including chicken, turkey, and raw bones.


Dried Foods 
• Concentrates: Specially formulated pellets that provide balanced nutrition for specific 

species. These often include grains, seeds, and protein sources.

◦ Complete Pellets: For rabbits and guinea pigs, containing necessary fiber and 

vitamins.

◦ Seed Mixes: Suitable for birds and rodents, providing a variety of seeds and 

grains.

• Hay: Dried hay is a staple for herbivores, providing necessary roughage and fiber.


◦ Types of Hay: Timothy, alfalfa, and orchard grass are common types.


Tinned Foods 
• Commercial Diets: Available for omnivorous small animals like ferrets and some rodents, 

often including a mix of meat and vegetables.

◦ Ferret Food: Often includes high protein and fat content, mimicking their natural 

diet.

◦ Rodent Mixes: These can include vegetables, grains, and occasionally meat for 

omnivorous species.


Frozen Foods 
• Pre-Packaged Meats: Suitable for ferrets, including frozen mice and chicks.


◦ Thawing Instructions: Must be thawed properly before feeding to prevent 
digestive issues.


Reptiles 

Reptiles, such as turtles, snakes, lizards, and iguanas, have varied dietary needs depending on 
their species. Here are some food options available for them:
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Fresh Foods 
• Vegetables and Fruits: Crucial for herbivorous reptiles like iguanas and tortoises.


◦ Leafy Greens: Collard greens, mustard greens, and dandelion greens.

◦ Fruits: Berries, melons, and apples, served as treats.


• Insects and Meat: For carnivorous reptiles like snakes and some lizards, live or frozen 
prey is essential.

◦ Live Insects: Crickets, mealworms, and waxworms are common options.

◦ Prey Animals: Mice, rats, and small birds for snakes and large carnivorous lizards.


Dried Foods 
• Insect Pellets: Dried insects and pellets formulated for specific reptile species.


◦ Cricket and Mealworm Pellets: For insect-eating reptiles like geckos.

• Herbivore Mixes: Dried plant matter and vegetables for herbivorous reptiles.


◦ Leafy Greens Mix: Dried kale, spinach, and other greens.


Tinned Foods 
• Reptile Diets: Tinned food mixes providing balanced nutrition for omnivorous and 

carnivorous reptiles.

◦ Canned Insects: Including crickets and mealworms for convenient feeding.

◦ Canned Snails and Shrimp: For turtles and aquatic reptiles.


Frozen Foods 
• Frozen Prey: Essential for feeding snakes and large carnivorous reptiles.


◦ Mice and Rats: Frozen rodents for snakes.

◦ Fish and Shrimp: For aquatic turtles and larger reptiles.


Horses 
Horses require a balanced diet of fresh and dried foods to maintain their health and energy. Here’s 
an overview of the available options:


Fresh Foods 
• Grass: Primary food source for horses, providing essential nutrients and fibre.


◦ Pasture Grazing: High-quality pasture is crucial for natural feeding behaviour.

• Roots and Vegetables: Occasionally provided as supplements or treats.


◦ Carrots and Apples: Commonly used as treats and sources of vitamins.


Dried Foods 
• Concentrates: Processed feeds that provide balanced nutrition, including grains and 

supplements.

◦ Grains: Oats, barley, and corn for energy.

◦ Pelleted Feeds: Complete diets with added vitamins and minerals.


• Hay: Fundamental component of a horse's diet, offering fiber and nutrients.

◦ Types of Hay: Timothy, alfalfa, and clover hay.


Tinned Foods 
• Specialised Diets: Tinned feeds formulated for specific needs, such as senior horses or 

those with dietary restrictions.

◦ Molasses-Based Feeds: High-energy feeds with added molasses for palatability.


Frozen Foods 
• Rarely Used: Frozen foods are not commonly used for horses due to their natural feeding 

habits and dietary needs.
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Food Quality 
Maintaining food quality is essential for ensuring the health and well-being of animals. Here’s what 
you need to know about food quality factors:


Shelf Life 
• Fresh Foods: Generally have a short shelf life and should be consumed quickly to avoid 

spoilage.

◦ Vegetables and Fruits: Store in a cool place and use within a few days.


• Dried Foods: Have a longer shelf life and can be stored for several months.

◦ Concentrates and Hay: Store in a dry, cool place to prevent mould and moisture 

damage.

• Tinned Foods: Typically have a shelf life of one to two years, depending on the product.


◦ Check Expiry Dates: Ensure that tinned foods are used before their expiration.

• Frozen Foods: Can be stored for several months to a year if kept frozen.


◦ Proper Storage: Keep at recommended temperatures to avoid spoilage.


Longevity 
• Food Longevity: Refers to how long the food retains its nutritional value and palatability.


◦ Dried Foods: Generally have high longevity when stored properly.

◦ Fresh Foods: Quickly lose nutritional value if not consumed promptly.


Best Before Dates 
• Importance of Dates: Always check best before dates to ensure food quality and safety.


◦ Expired Products: Discard expired products to avoid health risks.


Correct Storage of Food 
• Storage Conditions: Proper storage is crucial for maintaining food quality.


◦ Fresh Foods: Store in the refrigerator or a cool, dry place.

◦ Dried Foods: Keep in airtight containers to prevent moisture and pests.

◦ Tinned Foods: Store in a cool, dry area away from direct sunlight.

◦ Frozen Foods: Keep in a freezer at recommended temperatures.


Preparation of Food for Animals 
Proper preparation of food is essential for meeting the nutritional needs of small animals, reptiles, 
and horses. Here are guidelines on amounts, frequency, feeding times, and dietary requirements:


Small Animals 

Amount 
• Rabbits and Guinea Pigs: Unlimited hay and daily fresh vegetables. Pellets in 

moderation.

• Hamsters and Gerbils: Small portions of fresh vegetables and a balanced seed mix.

• Ferrets: High-protein diet with meat as the primary component.


Frequency 
• Herbivores: Continuous access to hay; fresh foods twice daily.

• Omnivores: Two to three meals daily with balanced nutrients.

• Carnivores: Small meals multiple times a day.


Feeding Times Linked to Behaviour 
• Nocturnal Animals: Feed in the evening for animals like hamsters.

• Diurnal Animals: Morning and evening meals for rabbits and guinea pigs.
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Supplements and Other Dietary Requirements 
• Cuttlefish and Calcium Blocks: For rodents and birds to aid in dental health and calcium 

intake.

• Grit and Mineral Stones: For birds to assist in digestion.

• Vitamin Supplements: Ensure complete nutrition when feeding pellets or homemade 

diets.


Reptiles 

Amount 
• Herbivorous Reptiles: Daily servings of leafy greens and vegetables.

• Carnivorous Reptiles: Appropriately sized prey according to species and age.

• Insectivorous Reptiles: Several insects per meal, adjusted to size.


Frequency 
• Daily Feeding: For most herbivorous reptiles.

• Bi-weekly or Weekly: For large carnivorous reptiles like snakes.

• Multiple Small Meals: For juvenile reptiles requiring frequent feeding.


Feeding Times Linked to Behaviour 
• Day-Active Reptiles: Feed in the morning when they are most active.

• Night-Active Reptiles: Evening feeding aligns with their natural behaviour.


Supplements and Other Dietary Requirements 
• Calcium and Vitamin D3: Essential for bone health, particularly in reptiles exposed to 

UVB light.

• Phosphorous Balance: Ensure the correct ratio of calcium to phosphorus.

• Gut-Loading Insects: Feed insects a nutritious diet before offering them to reptiles.


Horses 

Amount 
• Forage Intake: 1.5-2% of body weight in hay or grass daily.

• Concentrates: Based on activity level, age, and health.


Frequency 
• Multiple Meals: Two to three meals daily to mimic natural grazing.

• Constant Access: To forage for digestive health.


Feeding Times Linked to Behaviour 
• Consistent Schedule: Maintains digestive health and reduces stress.

• Natural Grazing: Offer hay throughout the day to simulate natural behaviour.


Supplements and Other Dietary Requirements 
• Salt Blocks: Provide essential minerals like sodium and chloride.

• Vitamin and Mineral Supplements: Adjust based on diet, activity, and health needs.

• Electrolytes: Necessary for horses in heavy work or hot climates.


Conclusion 
Proper feeding and maintenance of food quality are crucial for the health and well-being of small 
animals, reptiles, and horses. By understanding the types of food available, their quality, and 
preparation methods, caregivers can ensure that these animals receive balanced and nutritious 
diets tailored to their specific needs.

Maintaining good storage practices, adhering to feeding schedules, and including necessary 
supplements will contribute to the overall health and vitality of these animals, allowing them to 
thrive in their environments.
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